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Ritchie of External Affairs informed me this morning that 
Department of Trensport hed received request from Cubana 

agent at Shannon for a Cubana aircraft now at Prague to 

land and refuel at Gender en rowte Havana. Reply had been 
that plane upon lansing Gander would be subject to examination 
to be sure that it conformed to Canadian laws and regulations. 
When I queried Ritchie zs to the meaning of this restriction, 
he said it was intent Canzdian Government to assure that 

cargo of plane did not contain items which were objects of 

the USG ship quarantine announced by President last night, 


Ritchie added that he thought it most doubtful that Cubana 

plane would proceed in the light of uncertainties of examina- 
tion procedure at Gander, No flight plan has as yet been 

filed and if this is received, during eight to twelve hour 

period ensuing before arrival aircraft Gander, Canadian 
Government will send extra officials to participate in exe . 
amination. Ritchie aiso inquired as to our view of duration 

we had in mind in use of word "temporarily" in request Department 
telegram 495, 


Comment: This approach appears to be typical Canadian compromise 
between disinclination to violate what it consseers its legal ob- 


ligations under ICAO and desire not to run c r US objectives. 
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Lee . Yop eee. 
Ritchie left me with impression that Canadians have not 
thought throcgh criteria which they would apply in determining 
what types of cargo would be permitted to go forward after 
refueling at Gancer, 
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